
The Record-Eagle - 11/22/2025 Page : A01

November 29, 2025 8:29 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Call 231-946-2187
to subscribe

Follow us on
Facebook

November 22-23, 2025 SATURDAY-SUNDAY $2 DAILY/$3 WEEKEND

I N D E X

Advice ..................................6C

Body&Soul ..........................3C

Books/Travel .......................5C

Business/Farm Focus ...... 5-6B

Classifieds ........................1-6D

Comics .................................4C

Nation/World ......................5A

Obituaries ............................ 7B

Opinion ............................6-7A

Region/State.....................3-4A

Sports ............................... 1-4B

W E A T H E R

High: 43 Low: 38

Page 8B

Traverse City, Mich.
Copyright 2025

www.record-eagle.com

L O T T E R Y

Midday Dailies: 7-8-2, 2-8-1-2
Dailies: 2-1-3, 6-0-8-0
Fantasy 5: 5-10-13-15-34
Keno: 1-9-18-21-23-25-28-30-
32-34-38-47-49-55-61-62-65-
66-67-71-76-80
Mega Millions jackpot:
$277 million
Powerball jackpot:
$238 million

I N D E X

Advice .................................. 8A

Classifieds .....................11-12A

Comics ................................. 9A

Nation/World ....................... 5A

Opinion ................................ 4A

Region/State......................... 3A

Sports ................................6-7A

W H A T ’ S  I N S I D E W E A T H E R

Nation: Biden, First Lady 
share memories of queen.

Page 5A

Sports: Lions defeat 
Commanders.

Page 6A

High: 77  Low: 57

Page 10A

Call 231-946-2187
to subscribe

Follow us on
Twitter and Facebook

® ®

Traverse City, Mich.
Copyright 2022

www.record-eagle.com

www.record-eagle.com

September 19, 2022 MONDAY $1.50 DAILY/$2.50 SUNDAY

BY MIKE WILKINSON
Bridge Michigan

The Michigan Department of Education is 
under fire from both Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and 
her Republican opponent, Tudor Dixon, after 
training videos emerged suggesting teachers not 
tell parents about their child’s gender orienta-
tion.

In the videos from the state, one trainer sug-
gests that teachers can talk with a parent about 
an LGBTQ child’s suicidal thoughts without 
having to tell them about their gender identify 
of orientation even if it played a role in their 
distress.

After Christopher Rufo, conservative writer 
who worked to turn the concept of “critical race 
theory” into a slur, criticized the videos this 
week, Dixon called them “astonishing.”

“Does Gretchen Whitmer agree with me? Will 
she condemn this radical and dangerous non-
sense? She owes parents an answer,” Dixon said 
on Thursday.

Friday afternoon, Whitmer’s administration 
called on the Michigan Department of Education 
to make changes to “continue bringing parents’ 
perspectives into the work you do.”

Whitmer’s chief operating officer, Tricia Foster, 
rebuked the training in a letter to State Superin-
tendent Michael Rice, who had spent Thursday 
and Friday defending the instruction.

Foster told Rice the training video “went out-
side of that scope” in terms of parent perspec-
tives.

“We urge you to review your trainings to ensure 
they comply with all applicable regulations, 
maintain department guidelines, and are reflec-
tive of best practices,” Foster wrote.

The videos, moderated by two educational con-
tractors and available beginning in the 2021-22 
school year, outline who the LGBTQ community 
are and offer insight and techniques for help-
ing teachers educate the students while being 
respectful of their differences and needs.

Surveys show 1 in 8 students identify as LG-
BTQ, a population which are also far more likely 
to face physical threats, get poor grades or con-
sider suicide. The department said Friday that 
more than 1,000 educators have sought out this 
training annually.

The Department of Education had defended 

State

Special to the Record-Eagle

Teacher training videos by the Michigan 
Department of Education about LGBTQ issues 
have caused a stir, prompting criticism from 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and her Republican 
opponent Tudor Dixon.

BY PAULA GARDNER 
Bridge Michigan

Amazon opened a $150 
million regional fulfillment 
center southeast of Grand 
Rapids in March 2020, as the 
start of the COVID pandemic 
propelled staggering growth 
for retail delivery across the 
United State.

The 850,000-square-foot 

building in Gaines Township, 
about four miles from the 
Gerald Ford International 
Airport, generated enough 
activity to employ 1,000 peo-
ple as national e-commerce 
sales soared 50 percent from 
2019 to 2021.

That’s when Amazon — in 
the midst of its pandemic 
building boom — sought to 
open two additional facilities 

across 68th Street to sort and 
deliver online orders to front 
porches, and officials expect-
ed hundreds more workers to 
join the retail giant’s Michi-
gan workforce.

That hasn’t happened.
One of the buildings isn’t 

yet open. And construction 
hasn’t started on the other.

They are among at least five 
Michigan Amazon facilities 

that have been postponed or 
canceled as the world’s larg-
est online seller — and one 
of Michigan’s biggest employ-
ers — curtails its building 
footprint and staffing.

Amazon isn’t the only busi-
ness behemoth scaling back 
plans in Michigan as e-com-
merce slides.

Amazon hits the brakes
M I C H I G A N  F A C I L I T I E S

Dept. of Education 
LGBTQ, gender 
training blasted by 
Dixon, Whitmer

Great Lakes Strongest Man competition

Record-Eagle photos/Mike Krebs

Top, Chelsea Gaudet competes in the Great Lakes Strongest Man 
competition at Turtle Creek Stadium in Traverse City on Saturday. 
Above, Alex Sanderson competes in Traverse City on Saturday. 
Right, Margaret Esquivel competes in the Great Lakes Strongest 
Man competition on Saturday.
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MLB

DETROIT (AP) — Yoan Moncada hit a tiebreaking single in a two-run 11th inning, 
and the Chicago White Sox beat Detroit 4-3 on Saturday night after losing to the Tigers 

in extra innings in the series opener.
With the score 2-2, Elvis Andrus reached on a bunt single leading off the 11th. Gregory Soto (2-9) failed to pick 

up the bunt on the left side of 
the mound as automatic run-ner Selby Zavala advanced to 

third.
“It is a little uncharacteristic 

for road teams to bunt in that 
spot, but Andrus got it down and Gregory didn’t field it,” Ti-

gers manager A.J. Hinch said. 
“Those are small things that are big plays when you are in 

extra innings.”Moncada hit an RBI single, José Abreu struck out and, after a double steal, Eloy Jimé-
nez’s sacrifice fly gave Chicago 
a 4-2 lead.

Acting White Sox manager Miguel Cairo said Andrus made the decision to bunt and 
try the double steal.“Elvis is very smart and the way he knows the game is unbelievable,” Cairo said. “On 

defense, on offense and run-ning the bases. He saw that he 
could attack that base and he 
did it.”

Pinch-hitter Javier Báez had 
a two-out, run-scoring single in 
the bottom half against Aaron 
Bummer, who retired Spencer 
Torkelson on a flyout for his second save.
Liam Hendriks (4-4) retired the side in order in the 10th, a day after giving up Victor Reyes’ game-ending sacrifice fly in the 10th.“I knew he was going to do the job tonight,” Cairo said. “I 

trusted him tonight, just like I 
trusted him last night. He got one pitch up a little bit last night, but he’s fine.”Chicago (75-71) was four games back of AL Central-lead-

ing Cleveland (78-66), which was trying for a doubleheader 
sweep of Minnesota.“We were trying to find ways 

to battle back and get some runs tonight,” Moncada said. “We knew we had to stay with 
our approach and keep trying 
to score.”

Davis Martin allowed one run 
and three hits in six innings. He replaced scheduled starter 

Johnny Cueto, who felt ill ac-cording to Cairo but could start 
Sunday.

“I found out early this morn-
ing that I might be starting to-day instead of tomorrow,” said 

Martin, who had been recalled 
from Triple-A Charlotte. “I just 
got into my routine in case they 
needed me today.”Tigers starter Eduardo Rodriguez gave up two runs, two hits and two walks in 6 1/3 innings.
“This is probably as sharp as 

he’s been for us,” Tigers man-ager A.J. Hinch said. “It looked 
like he just lost his feel for the 
strike zone after he hit Eloy in 
the seventh.”

Moncada 
leads White 
Sox over 
Tigers 4-3 
in 11 innings

BY RALPH D. RUSSOAP College Football Writer

Washington made its season 
debut in The Associated Press 
college football on Sunday at 
No. 18, and Penn State and Or-
egon moved into the top 15 after 
all three had decisive noncon-
ference victories.A weekend filled with blow-

outs by highly ranked teams kept the top 10 almost un-changed.

No. 1 Georgia picked up six 
more first-place votes in the AP 
Top 25 presented by Regions 
Bank. The Bulldogs are up to 
59 first-place votes and 1,569 points.
No. 2 Alabama received three 

first-place votes and No. 3 Ohio 
State got one.No. 4 Michigan, No. 5 Clemson, 

No. 6 Oklahoma and No. 7 South-
ern California all held their spots. The one change in the top 

10 was No. 8 Kentucky flip-flop-

ping with No. 9 Oklahoma State. 
Arkansas stayed at No. 10.The top 10 teams, most play-

ing overmatched nonconference 
opponents, won their games Saturday by a combined 521-120.
The shuffling came in the next 

10.
No. 11 Tennessee moved up 

four spots. Penn State jumped 
eight to No. 14 after routing Au-
burn on the road. No. 15 Oregon 
moved up 10 spots after handily 
defeating BYU, which slipped 

seven places to No. 19.Washington beat previously 
ranked Michigan State 39-28 to 
earn a ranking for the first time 
since the 2021 preseason poll. 
Washington has had two brief 
stays in the AP Top 25 the last 
two seasons but has been mostly 
unranked since the early part of 
the 2019 season.“To get this win now is just going to continue to put this 

Washington moves in
A P  T O P  2 5

The Associated Press

Las Vegas Aces’ Chelsea Gray (12) goes up for a basket as 

Connecticut Sun’s DeWanna Bonner, left, and Brionna Jones (42) 

defend during the second half in Game 4 on Sunday in Uncasville, 

Conn.

W N B A  F I N A L S

UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) — 
Las Vegas never had a profes-sional sports champion — until 

Sunday.
Chelsea Gray scored 20 points 

to lead the Las Vegas Aces to their first WNBA title, and the 
city’s first pro title, in a 78-71 road 
win over the Connecticut Sun in 
Game 4.

Gray went 9 of 13 from the floor, 
and was named Finals MVP after averaging 18.3 points in the 

series.
Vegas finished on an 8-0 run. As 

the buzzer sounded, league MVP 

A’ja Wilson, who played every 
minute of the game, grabbed the 
ball and stomped the floor before 
being mobbed by her teammates.

“We champs! We champs! We 
champs!” Wilson screamed at teammates as they pulled on their championship hats and T-shirts before the trophy cer-emony.
Riquna Williams had 17 points 

for Vegas, Kelsey Plum added 16 
points, Jackie Young had 13 and 
Wilson added 11 points to go with 

Vegas Aces win first title, Chelsea Gray named MVP

The Associated Press

Detroit Lions defensive end Aidan Hutchinson (97) celebrates after sacking Washington Commanders quarterback Carson 

Wentz (11) during the first half on Sunday in Detroit.

DETROIT (AP) — The Detroit Lions 
waited until Week 13 of Dan Campbell’s debut season to win last 

year.
Desperate to avoid another slow start, 

Jared Goff threw two of his four touch-
down passes to Amon-Ra St. Brown to 
help Detroit beat the Washington Com-
manders 36-27 Sunday.“That was a good win for us,” Campbell 

said. “We needed that. That was No. 1.”
The No. 2 pick in the NFL draft, Aidan 

Hutchinson, had three sacks in the first 
half to help the Lions (1-1) lead 22-0 at 
halftime. Will Harris had an interception 
in the second half to stunt the Command-
ers (1-1) as they tried to rally.“They were getting a little momentum 

and to get that, it reset us a little bit and 
gave us a chance to breathe,” Campbell 
said. “It proved to be a big play.” Washington made adjustments to give 

Carson Wentz more time in the second 

half. Wentz took advantage, pulling his 
team within seven points in the third 
quarter with a 15-yard touchdown pass 
to Curtis Samuel, a 20-yard pass to Logan 
Thomas and 2-point conversion to rookie 
Jahan Dotson.“I was very proud of the way we re-

sponded in the second half, but the first 
half was horrible,” Wentz said. “This 
league is too hard to be that inconsistent.”

Detroit restored its cushion when Goff 
converted a third down by barely getting a 
pass off under pressure to D’Andre Swift, 
who slipped to the turf before regaining 
his footing and cutting across the field for 
a 22-yard touchdown.Washington went for it on fourth-and-1 

from its 26 on the ensuing possession 
and Terry McLaurin made the gamble 

LIONS DEFEAT COMMANDERS

Goff threw two of his four touchdown passes to 
Amon-Ra St. Brown to lift Detroit to win over Washington

The Associated Press

Detroit Lions wide receiver Amon-Ra 
St. Brown (14) makes a touchdown 
catch against Washington Commanders 
cornerback William Jackson III (3) during 
the first half on Sunday in Detroit.

The Associated PressDetroit Tigers’ Riley Greene watches from the dugout during the 11th inning against the Chicago White Sox on Saturday in Detroit.
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Region/State: Footbridge 
installed on Boardman. Page 3A

N. Living: Choreographer 
awards local dancer. Page 1C

Record-Eagle/Jan-Michael Stump

A person walks toward Safe Harbor emergency shelter as the 10th annual Walk for Health and Housing gathers nearby on 
Thursday in Traverse City. The emergency shelter served 393 people in the year ending Oct. 14, averaging 68 guests per 
night, and served 15,675 meals. Participants, led by Central United Methodist Church Director of Outreach and Discipleship 
Ryan Hannon, visited locations including Jubilee House, the Governmental Center and Safe Harbor to learn about services 
and volunteer opportunities to help the area’s unhoused population.

D O W N T O W N  D E V E L O P M E N T

BY BILL O’BRIEN
bobrien@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — Making 

Authority backs permanent two-way State Street 

Record-Eagle file photo/
Jan-Michael Stump

Crews from PK 
Contracting paint 
traffic markings 
on State Street 
in downtown 
Traverse in 2022 
for the street’s 
change from one-
way to two-way 
traffic.SEE STATE PAGE 8A

BY MICHAEL J. 
BREAZEALE

Special to the Record-Eagle

T

GT County short about 30 shelter beds; third party could fill that gap

HELP NEEDED
HOMELESSNESS

SEE HELP PAGE 2A

KINGSLEY VOLLEYBALL 
HEADED TO FINALS

SPORTS, PAGE 1B
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highest.
Code Blue, an emergen-

cy weather policy that 
shelters can implement 
during extreme winter 
temperatures, allows par-
ticipating shelter loca-

mode, temporarily waiv-
ing maximum occupancy 
limits until temperatures 
rise.

But Goodwill Inn is the 
only local emergency 
shelter that currently 
participates in Code Blue.

“Something differ-
ent around Code Blue 
could be done,” Hall-
aday-Schmandt said. 
“It needs to be more 
comprehensive than just 
one shelter taking that 
on. That would look like 
other community provid-
ers coming to the table to 
offer Code Blue space.”

Hannon also said he 
would like to see a more 
comprehensive Code Blue 
plan for the community.

“There’s going to need 
to be a place for people 
to go when it gets really 
cold,” he said. “I’m hop-
ing, with some communi-
ty collaboration, we can 

through this winter until 
future changes come.

“I know that the Good-
will Inn enacts Cold Blue, 
and that they started do-
ing it at a slightly warmer 
temperature. It used to be 
10 degrees or colder, but I 
believe they changed it to 
15 degrees.”

The solution to other 
shelters not participating 
in Code Blue is not as 
straightforward as it may 
seem, however.

“Safe Harbor is amaz-
ing and they are doing 
amazing work,” Wescott 
said. “But they are not 
able to do more than 
they are doing. They are 
chock-full. They do not 
have room for more beds. 
They are so full that they 
can’t participate in Code 
Blue. They don’t even 

a couple mats down on 

“They are absolutely at 
capacity and asking any 
more from them would be 
unfair. We need to seek 
another option.”

According to Hannon, 
the Homelessness Task 
Force’s shelter group is 
starting to consider po-
tential solutions.

“Safe Harbor feels bad 
that they can’t accommo-
date everybody,” he said, 
“And there is some talk 
about potential changes 
happening there. But we 
haven’t formalized any 
new plan.”

Halladay-Schmandt 
said there is strong 
alignment on this issue 
across participating or-
ganizations, and that any 

long-term expansion has 
to come with sustainable 
funding.

“Right now, provid-
ers are evaluating what 
models could work for 
our community and what 
funding sources might re-
alistically support them,” 
she said. “This work is 
moving forward, but no 

But with cold weather 
already upon the region, 
Wescott fears that the 
Housing and Homeless-
ness Task Force’s solu-
tions will not be timely.

“Resources are at their 
limit, winter has barely 
begun, and the number 
of those who pass away 
in the cold is expected 
to disproportionately 
increase,” Wescott said. 
“Our community needs a 
designated camping site 
and additional emergency 
shelter this winter.

“What is our moral duty 
to these marginalized 
citizens?”

Recently elected City 
Commissioner Ken-
neth Funk said shelter 
over-capacity is not 
something he has heard 
about at a commission 
meeting yet, but he is 
open to discussing poten-
tial solutions.

“On the campaign trail, 
we were questioned quite 
a bit about it,” Funk 
said. “I don’t know if 
anyone has the answer. 
I will say that we need 
to hear a little bit more 
from the homelessness 
advocacy community 

to what they have to say. 
I’m concerned, because 
this is the time of year 
when homelessness can 
really be a life-or-death 
situation for people. We 

address this.”
In years past, some 

would set up tents in 
the Pines, said Hannon, 
who added that, with the 
camping ban being en-
forced now, more people 
must seek other shelter. 
“I’m hoping that we are 
able to meet the needs 
for cold weather and, at 
the same time, continue 
our progress toward the 
ultimate solution, which 
is helping people get into 
places to live. We can’t 
trade one for the other. 
We have to do both at the 
same time.

“The ultimate thing we 
want to avoid is the trag-
edy of someone freezing 
to death when there are 
spaces that can be [of-
fered to them].”

Wescott also believes 
that, despite the city’s 
best intentions, the 
closure of the Pines was 
executed prematurely 
and only exacerbated the 
hardships facing unshel-
tered residents.

ditions of the Pines have 
only been transplanted, 
and new camping ordi-
nances are harming our 
unsheltered neighbors,” 

Wescott said. “Our new 
‘out-of-sight-out-of-
mind’ approach has made 
campers afraid to seek 
help, lest they reveal 
their campsites and be 
forced to move. The near-
est legal camping spot is 
on Supply Road, a four-
hour walk from essen-
tial resources. Constant 
displacement prevents 
campers from fully pre-
paring for winter.”

Wescott said that addic-
tion and mental health 
struggles didn’t end when 
the Pines closed. Rath-
er, she said, without a 
designated space, those 
troubles only spilled into 
public areas and neigh-
borhoods.

“The city absolutely had 
their minds in the right 
place,” she said. “Yes, the 
conditions out there were 
unacceptable, but its 
closure has done nothing 
but harm our population 
of campers. It just moved 
the problem and poor 
living conditions further 
away from the resources 
they need to stay alive.

“Our unsheltered 
homeless are the most 
vulnerable in our popu-
lation. It was really nice 
to have them in town, 
close to resources where 
they knew they could call 
for help if anything went 
wrong.”

Wescott said that the 
location of the Pines, 
given its proximity to re-
sources, also was critical 
for housing outreach.

“Our outreach workers 
knew they could start at 
the Pines and, more often 

they were looking for, or 

and, through them, the 
people they were look-
ing for,” Wescott said. 
“But now the people who 
are spending all night 
outside, who don’t have 
as easy access to food, 
are being pushed farther 
and farther out of town. 
They are constantly 
being moved along by the 
police.”

Insulating winter 
campsites requires a lot 
of materials, Wescott 
noted – materials that are 
typically not very mobile, 
and make the walk from 
resource to resource that 

people who rely on com-
munity help for survival.

This is especially true 
in the wintertime when 
snow and ice make trek-
king from place to place 

to say nothing of the 
increased risk of pedes-
trian-vehicle incidents 
inherent to shortened 
daylight hours, Wescott 
said.

“If you have an insu-
lated tent with food and 
supplies in it, maybe a 

police come to move you 
along, how are you going 
to take all of that with 
you?” she said. “Our folks 
who are living outside are 
not able to fortify their 
campsites to keep them 
alive.”

The closure of the Pines 
“reduced the frequen-
cy with which they can 
come into town to access 
resources – if they can 
at all,” Wescott added. 
“That also impedes their 
journey toward housing. 
It only compounds the 
problem and the trauma 
of being homeless.

“We need these people 
close because we need 
to be able to work with 
them regularly.”

Only weeks ago, Jubi-
lee House had to close 
operations several times 
because of a lack of vol-
unteers. Despite a recent 

said the day shelter can 
only take in about 45 

guests at a time.
“I am afraid that shel-

ter, in the form that it 
takes now, will not be 

cit,” she said. “We need a 
third party to step in. The 
Goodwill Inn and Safe 
Harbor cannot effectively 
operate another shelter.”

Wescott stressed that, 
even if a better Code Blue 
system is implemented, it 
still only applies to cer-
tain weather conditions 
and people can freeze to 
death at temperatures 
much higher than 15 de-
grees – especially if they 
are wet.

Lasting housing prog-
ress takes years of work, 
she pointed out, and 
while the coalition is 
actively working on long-
term solutions, those 
solutions are all systemic 

cant infrastructure and 

construction.
“But people’s lives are 

in danger right now,” she 
said. “Last night, tomor-
row night, and tonight. 
People are at risk. Since 
housing takes so long to 
come into effect, if we 
are going to keep people 
from dying, we are going 
to have to come up with 
another emergency shel-
ter option this winter.

“It can’t just stop at 
Code Blue. At least until 

the good work that the 
coalition is moving 
toward, we need to hold 
onto the status quo – 
plus.

“If the Pines and Safe 
Harbor are the status 
quo, we need to add a 
little bit extra while also 
maintaining what we 
have until we have a real 
solution in place. There 
has got to be a vacant 

property somewhere 
that can be an overnight 
shelter that does nothing 
but keep people warm. 
There has got to be some 
deep pockets that would 
supply the funding for 
the personnel to keep 
that place safe over-
night. There has got to be 
something.”

Additional threats
A federal Housing and 

Urban Development 

last Thursday evening 
aims to limit perma-
nent housing and rapid 
rehousing funding to 30% 
of the total allocation.

“As our government 
continues to dismantle 
the social systems that 
we have in place, in-
cluding healthcare and 
the Housing and Urban 

HELP
GT County short 
about 30 shelter beds
FROM PAGE 1A

SEE HELP PAGE 8A
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To schedule or confi rm

an appointment call 

800-397-1399
Same-Day, Next-Day Appointments Available

Most Insurances Accepted

4020 Copper View, Ste 130
Traverse City, Michigan 49684

Same great team. Same great care.

General and Cosmetic Dermatology
• Treatment for Acne, Eczema, Psoriasis, and Other Common

and Complex Conditions

• Advanced Skin Cancer Treatment Including Mohs Surgery

• Comprehensive Aesthetic Surgery including Facial
Rejuvenation, Rhinoplasty, Aesthetic Breast Surgery, and
Body Contouring

Murray Cotter, MD, PhD

Mohs Surgeon
Trevor O’Brien, MD, FACS

Plastic Surgeon
Justin Adrien, PA-C

Physician Assistant

We’re Moving 
to Our New 
Traverse City 
O e O t  
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will go to the City Commis-

on the decision.
The city originally 

State Street in 2020 after 
a portion of Front Street 
was closed to vehicular 

reimplemented the two-

the fall of 2022 and city 
staff and consultants have 
been collecting various data 
on the street since then, 

pedestrian numbers, and 

owners along the route and 
the public.

Both State Street and 
Front Street downtown 
were originally converted to 
one-way streets in 1967.

“We’ve been studying 
this for three years, and 

we’ve learned a lot in this 
process,” said Christopher 

Progressive Companies.
Zull reviewed with the 

board some of the history 

strategies, which have 
evolved 
since the 
1960s when 
the goal was 
expediting 

through 
downtown 
areas. The 
shift to two-

way streets has put more 
emphasis on lowering ve-
hicle speeds, fewer serious 

activity on the street.
Zull said the data col-

speeds slowed with a two-
way street.

The “85th percentile” 
-

ies showed that most driv-
ers on State Street traveled 
26 mph on the one-way 

street, compared to 22 to 
23 mph with the two-way 

Zull noted that reduc-

severity of car crashes with 
pedestrians or bicyclists. 

traveling 20 mph has a 10% 

seriously injured, compared 
to a 25% chance of serious 
injury or death at 25 mph 
and a 50% chance at 30 
mph.

“Slowing vehicles on 
State Street was a critical 
component to this,” Zull 
said. “Even a few miles per 
hour can save a life, espe-
cially in a downtown.”

Drivers also better com-
plied with speed limits on 
State Street under the two-
way setup, as more than 
90 percent of drivers were 
at or below the 25-mph 
speed limit compared to 
78 percent when the one-
way data was collected in 
September of 2022. There 

were also more instances 
of “excessive speeding” — 
cars traveling faster than 
35 mph — in the one-way 
route compared to two-way 

crashes reported involving 
-

ans from the fall of 2021 to 
2022, and just two incidents 
the following two years.

-
ed along State Street also 
increased more than 18 
percent from the summer of 
2022 through summer 2023, 
he said, while property tax 
revenue collection was up 

State Street also increased 
during the pilot study, 
indicating more trips to the 
downtown area.

Consultants also surveyed 
more than 40 business 
owners this year about the 
two-way conversion, with 
74% calling it a “very” or 
“somewhat” positive expe-
rience, compared with 19% 
who described it as “some-
what” or “very” negative. 

Some 78% said they saw 
no “noticeable” change in 
business revenue during 
the pilot, while 17% report-

reported a decrease in reve-
nue. There were 71% of the 
business owners surveyed 

the two-way conversion a 
permanent change.

DDA board members were 

the two-way State Street 
change permanent, and 
also will consider convert-
ing Front Street to two-

and Pine streets and from 

Street.

safer road today,” board 

“It seems pretty clear what 
we should do.”

“The data shows that 
two-way is the way to go,” 

added.
Consultants have also 

alternatives to improving 
bicycle access and move-
ment to State Street rang-
ing in costs from $200,000 
up to $1 million, and more 

bicycle paths that would 
require the street’s recon-

those upgrades would have 
to be part of larger planning 
and budgeting discussions 
with the city commission 
and the city’s streets and 
engineering staffs.

way, we need to do a little 
-

Amy Shamroe said.
For now, no changes are 

being recommended to the 

Front, although the city 
expects to revisit that issue 
in the foreseeable future.

“There will be another 
discussion about Front 
Street down the road,” DDA 
Executive Director Harry 

STATE
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Zull

Development funding, 
more people are going 
to become homeless,” 

gets cut, vouchers that 

formerly homeless people 
housed will no longer be 
available and they will 
become homeless again.

“We are absolutely at 

According to Halla-
day-Schmandt, these cuts 
could put 70 currently 
housed people in the 

on the streets – many of 
whom have been housed 
for years.

“Normally, we al-
locate 87% toward 
Permanent Housing,” 
Halladay-Schmandt 
said. “We have aligned 
our priorities for over a 
decade around Perma-
nent Housing, because it 

demonstrating that it 

CoC (Continuum of Care) 
NOFO (Notice Of Funding 
Opportunity), it will be 
cut by two-thirds.”

“The administration 
is saying that this is 
the highest funded CoC 
NOFO ever,” she contin-
ued. “They have in-
creased the total amount 
available to CoCs, but 
they have capped the 
amount we can use for 
housing. The rest is up 
for reallocation to things 

with service require-
ments. For example, 
that’s very limited rental 
assistance with support, 
along with up to 40 hours 

-
vice by the participants 
in the program.”

Halladay-Schmandt 
said there is a belief with 
the federal administra-
tion that punitive and 
criminalization mea-
sures are the solution to 
permanently reducing 
homelessness.

“They believe the cause 
of homelessness is not a 

-
ing, but substance use 
disorder,” she said. “They 

into treatment and insti-
tutional settings is the 
answer.

“There is no recogni-
tion in this NOFO that 
the nationwide afford-
able housing crisis is to 
blame for the increase 
in homelessness, even 
though study after study 
after study shows that. 
People who experience 
homelessness are willing 
to go into treatment, but 
when they leave those 
facilities and don’t have 
housing, it is really hard 
to maintain that. This 
already happens, and it 

“People need housing 
to stay healthy,” Halla-
day-Schmandt said. “That 
is the foundation and the 
cornerstone of thriving 
and healthy communi-
ties. When you don’t have 
enough of that, we see 
homelessness increase, 
full-stop. This NOFO dis-
mantles that. It does not 

the housing crisis that we 
are all in in this country.”

While the future of 

available permanent 

-
aday-Schmandt said that 
all hope for reversing the 
action is not completely 
lost, as it is never too late 
for community members 
to raise their voices in an 
effort to convince Con-
gress to reconsider.

“Congress can still stop 
this from going through,” 
Halladay-Schmandt said. 

Peters, who have both 
been on board with this 
not going through from 
the beginning. (Rep.) 
Bergman was one of 22 
Republican House mem-
bers that signed a letter 

Michigan congressional 
reps are on board.”

But that was prior to 
Thursday’s rollout an-
nouncement.

-
ry Charities of Traverse 
City, said she is worried 
about the long-term 

might cause.

happening to get peo-

or so years, and when 

we’ve had getting them 

“and then getting that 
funding cut, you are just 
concentrating the dam-

already experiencing a lot 
of trauma and harm.

“It’s hard to imagine 

have already been stably 
housed and are trying 
to live to their potential 
could suddenly have no 

access to the resources 

them stable.”

-
able supportive hous-
ing units will not only 
compound the problem 

shelter beds, but will 
force local community 
members and municipal 
bodies to completely 

their advocacy efforts.
“Our initial advoca-

to stop this,” Halla-
day-Schmandt said. 
“But there is still time. 

is due Jan. 12. They will 

May, and release funding 
sometime after that.”

Despite all the collabo-

done to help Grand Tra-
verse County residents 
experiencing homeless-
ness, Wescott said a lot 
of stigma still remains 
against them.

“If you were in their 
situation, how would 
you want to be treated?” 

-
ities of Traverse City 

glimmers of light and 
hope, it brings me to the 
number of people who 
have stepped up and out 
of their comfort zones to 
lend their resources and 

-

community.”
For others, that glim-

mer of hope may be as 
simple as being treated 

corridor here, has noted 
a lot of calls from people 
(being harassed) just for 
existing in public spac-
es,” Wescott said. “As if it 
isn’t hard enough already 
to be without a home or a 
space to just exist.

“So many of us in 
this town are fortunate 
enough to be able to go 
home and sit and relax, 
to not be bothered, and 
do whatever we please. 

-
tered do not have that 
option. Just existing is 
not illegal.”

HELP
GT County short 
30 shelter beds
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